
Dear Heather Moss, 
 
For many years, Montessori Schools have been licensed 
for classrooms of more than 20 children or gained an 
exemption or waiver from the Department of Licensing 
on the number of students per classroom. Decisions 
about class size were determined by two factors: 
occupancy allowed in a classroom space, and the 
number of teachers in a classroom.  
 
In a Montessori Classroom, the child/teacher ratio is 
below the Department’s standard; typically 8:1.  In 
addition the teachers are qualified to conduct the 
activities for the larger classes and program structure of 
mixed ages by the accredited teacher education centers. 
 
Montessori leaders have worked for the last 3 years 
with the Department to detail the teacher credentials 
and unique teaching methods of Montessori education 
for the Career Lattice and for Early Achievers.  This 
work has been done efficiently with integrity, 
collaboration and transparency.  
 
One of the projects that has come out of the work with 
the Department is the Montessori Validation Project. 
The MVP, when finished will improve the general 
understanding of Montessori and will support 
Montessori education programs to become stronger and 
more consistent in the public and private spheres.  The 



timeline for the Project shows  the end of the pilot will 
be June 2017. 
 
Recent notices to Montessori schools in Seattle about 
reducing licensed class size to 20 have raised concerns 
in our community and will put our programs at risk and 
diminish access for parents who choose this option for 
their children. 
 
The Washington Federation of Independent Schools and 
the Pacific Northwest Montessori Association are 
asking the Department for a continuation of licensed 
capacity and any current waiver or exemption at 
Montessori programs.  When the Montessori Validation 
project is finished, the Department will have the 
essential standards of Montessori classrooms and can 
use that document to help inform a decision about the 
appropriate numbers for Montessori classrooms. 
 
Our process to implement this plan is inclusive of many 
educators in our community.  We are also mentored by 
the National hub of Montessori Forward.  We ask that 
you plan with us and consider the data we a provide on 
Montessori Schools in Washington.  
 
Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Suzie Hanson 


